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Jeanine remembers that awakening moment at
Louisville High School that set her life on a special
course for humanity. As a freshman, she listened to
guest speaker Paul Weiss of the Los Niños organization
supporting children in Mexico and raising community
awareness of their plight. His commitment to the poor
affected her deeply. “I remember that his story and the
stories of children he had grown to know and care for
so touched me, that I started to cry and it moved me so
deeply. My passion for justice began with my family
roots, was deepened at Louisville and it hasn’t
stopped!” Los Niños sponsored a 10-day walk from
Santa Barbara to Tijuana to raise awareness and
funding for the children of Tijuana. Jeanine became a
member of the organization, participated in the walk
nine times with many of her Louisville friends,
(sleeping on the floor of St. Louis Hall each year as
they passed through Woodland Hills!) and worked over
the border on weekends and summers for many years.

After graduating from Louisville, Jeanine attended
UCLA earning her degree in Health Related Social
Problems and her Master’s degree in International
Public Health. During this time she completed
internships in Peru and Guatemala, and traveled to
Europe and Japan. Over many years, she worked with
the poor in community health centers, with Jesuit
Volunteer Corps: NW and with lay health promoters.

She met her husband, Marc Boucher-Colbert in New
Hampshire while on retreat in 1990. They traveled to
India for a three-month journey to meet the people
and visit the country. There they were engaged in India
and later married in 1993 in Portland, Oregon. India is
very much a part of their family heart, as they returned
to India in 1997 to adopt their son, Anand, now age
10, and again to adopt Priya in 2001, now age 7.

From 2002 to 2004, the family spent two years in north
eastern Brazil with Maryknoll Lay Missioners. There

Jeanine worked at a women’s healing center and as a
prison chaplain, accompanying prisoners and helping
them and their families have a voice where there are very
few options in the legal system. Marc is a garden and
sustainability educator and worked not only at the prison
but also the health center where he started a farm to
grow food for the very low income families that used the
center. Their work and life as a mission family were life-
changing experiences for them. “Daily we encountered
God in the poor who welcomed us and shared their lives
with us…Faith is an important part of who we are as a
family. Here in Portland, we are blessed with friends and
a church that support us and challenge us as we try to
live a life with integrity in the United States.”

After her work with Maryknoll, Jeanine joined
Catholic Relief Services, Western Regional Office, as
the Youth Programs Officer. In her work, she is a
resource for teachers and youth ministers and youth
themselves to engage them in Catholic Social
Teaching and especially global solidarity and justice
issues. She has seen how God works through CRS all
over the world. “I love the mission of CRS. It makes
me feel proud to be a Catholic!” She is excited to work
with the millennial generation who she sees as “eager
to find ways to make the world a better place.”

She remembers Louisville High School as a “great place to
be and to grow up through the tumult of teenage years. 
The teachers and this school community gave me a solid
grounding in my faith and a new way of looking at the world.” 

Jeanine
A Call to Service

Boucher-Colbert Family

Boucher-Colbert ’80

Quite often the journey a student takes after leaving
Louisville is extraordinary. One such journey is that of
Mónica Eneriz Wiemer. As the child of a Mexican
immigrant mother and a Hispanic and American
Indian father, Mónica’s desire to pursue a career in
medicine was strongly shaped by her family's
immigrant, working-class experience in Southern
California, and the socioeconomic, cultural, and
linguistic barriers they encountered in accessing
medical care. At Louisville, Mónica excelled as a
student, enjoying especially her science and fine arts
classes, as well as her time in the Explorers Club. As an
undergraduate and then as a medical student at
Stanford University, she focused on addressing the
health needs of minority and under-served children and
families. Her interest in the health needs of new
immigrants led her to participate in international
electives in Guatemala and Malawi to better
understand the factors that impact children's health
globally. This spring, she will return to Malawi to assist
in a clinic once again. Mónica shared her story with
the Louisville student body on February 11, 2008:

At a clinic known as St. Gabriel’s, a Catholic hospital 
in Malawi, I will be serving some of the most needy of
these people including both adults and children infected
by malaria, anemia, respiratory tract infections,
malnutrition, and diarrheal disease. St. Gabriel’s
Hospital is a rural hospital located in the central region
of the country of Malawi, approximately 60 km west of
Malawi’s capital city of Lilongwe. As a Catholic mission
hospital established in 1959 by the Congregation of
Carmelite Sisters from Luxembourg, St. Gabriel’s
provides curative, preventative and promotive health 
care services to a population of approximately 205,000
people living in local villages. Almost 6,000 children
were treated at the hospital in 2006, with almost half 
of all hospital admissions consisting of children.

In May, 2007, a new pediatric ward with a 100 bed
capacity was constructed. My particular project is
directed at addressing unmet needs for pediatric patients
of the hospital. I will return in March, 2008, to do a
needs-assessment of how pediatricians associated with
Stanford University may partner with St. Gabriel’s to
help its children. The hospital staff has already
expressed a great need for various supplies for the
pediatric ward including equipment for assessing
children, equipment for resuscitating children in
respiratory distress and common supplies that we take
for granted in United States hospitals. I have been
fundraising to bring these supplies to the hospital and
donations of any amount are always welcome. 
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The health challenges in Malawi are dire. Malawi
is a country of about 13 million people. Almost 
1/4 of all children are malnourished, and due to
diseases affecting children and adults, the life
expectancy of 46-47 years is one of the worst
among all countries. Many people in the country
still lack access to clean water and adequate 
sanitation. Approximately 14% of the adult 
population is infected with HIV/AIDS as well as 
an estimated 91,000 children; an estimated
550,000 children are orphaned by HIV/AIDS 
alone (Statistics from the World Health
Organization & UNICEF).
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